Myrobalan 29C (P. cerasifera) and Torinel (P. domestica); and the cherry rootstock CAB-6P (P. cerasus L.) were received as plantlets from Agromillora Catalana S.A., Sant Sadurní d' Anoia, Barcelona, Spain. In vitro plantlets were transfered from agar to 50 mL minipots with peat substrate, and climatized in a high humidity chamber for 24 days until transplant.
Mycorrhizal fungi and inoculation procedures:
Three AM fungal isolates, Glomus etunicatum Becker and Gerdemann, Glomus intraradices Schenck and Smith, and Glomus mosseae (Nicol. and Gerd.) Gerdemann and Trappe, were evaluated. Glomus etunicatum was originally isolated from clover (Trifolium repens L.) in Cabrils, Barcelona; G. intraradices Greenhouse experiment: Two to three month-old rootstock materials of uniform growth were transplanted to 3.5 L containers filled with a pasteurized sandy loam textured soil (76% sand; 14% silt, 1% clay; pH 7.5; organic matter content below 1%; and a cation exchange For assessing mycorrhizal colonization, root samples were collected and stained with 0.05 % trypan blue in lactic acid (Phillips and Hayman, 1970 ; modified by the procedure described by Koske and Gemma, 1989) . The percentage of root colonization was determined using the grid line intersect method (Giovanetti and Mosse, 1980) . At least 200 intersects per sample were counted.
Data were analyzed by one-way analysis of variance (ANOVA), and the means were compared by Tukey's multiple range test (P > 0.05 or P > 0.01). Percentage of AMF root colonization data were arcsin (√x/100) transformed prior to analysis. by the intrinsic characteristics of the plant-fungus interaction. Also, external factors linked to the growth substrate used and other nursery management practices such as fertilization, pest and disease control or excessive shading may affect fungal infectivity, in spite that the experimental conditions for the three isolates was uniform and cautiously monitored. In our study, G. intraradices clearly shows to be the most aggressive of the three AMF tested.
It is noteworthy that a similar colonization response to AMF inoculation could be expected in rootstocks with a common genetic origin. This appears to be the case for the P. insititia group, as the four rootstocks tested within this group, Adesoto-101, Montizo, Monpol and Julior were highly mycorrhizal when inoculated with G.intraradices. The agronomical characteristics of this group are highly advantageous for their specific adaptation to calcareous, heavy and saline soils causing root asphixia and iron chlorosis, common in Mediterranean fruit production areas (Moreno et al., 1995) and for their immunity to root-knot nematodes (Fernández et al., 1995) .
Rootstocks included in the P. cerasifera group presented different behaviours, showing that there is little relation in their aptitude for mycorrhizal colonization between members of this botanical group. A larger size sample of rootstocks represented by P. cerasifera and P. domestica would be required to draw any conclusions.
The only cherry rootstock evaluated in this work was CAB-6P, a P. cerasus selection belonging to the Cerasus subgenus. CAB-6P showed good receptivity to mycorrhizal colonization, both by G. intraradices and by G. mosseae. Previous results have been published with another cherry rootstock, Santa Lucia 64, a seed selection of P. mahaleb (Pinochet et al., 1995) , in which early mycorrhizal infection by G. intraradices increased growth and conferred tolerance to the rootstock in the presence of the root-lesion nematode The differences between the three mycorrhizal isolates in their ability to colonize the roots of the same host, also underscore the importance of selecting isolates that are capable of establishing in a short period of time a dynamic symbiosis (Figs. 4 and 5) . This also suggests that many peaches and plums are strongly mycorrhizal dependent rootstocks that benefit from the association with this fungal symbiont at early stages of development only 4 months after inoculation, even though AMF have low specificity for the host (Nemec, 1987) . No correlation was found between the three fungal isolates in their ability to infect the same rootstock. These results encourage further screening for aptitude for mycorrhizal colonization in micropropagated Prunus rootstocks with a larger number of mycorrhizal fungal isolates to determine the best plant-fungus combination.
Early mycorrhizal inoculation can be of special interest to nurseries producing both cuttings and micropropaged material that utilize substrate based potting mixtures that are usually free of mycorrhizae (Estaún et al., 1994) intraradices is, in our opinion, the most significant finding in this study.
The aptitude for mycorrhizal colonization could be associated with a better adaptability of the hostplant to adverse growing conditions, a trait that is seldom considered in breeding programs, overlooking an interesting gene-pool source capable of confering a higher tolerance to specific soil and climate conditions. Literature Cited. 
